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One of the pleasures of being able to digitize your own 
designs is that you can create something truly special – even 
moving -- for loved ones. 

My parents have both 
passed on, so imagine 
my siblings’ reactions 
when they received 
gift bags featuring the 
folks’ digitized 
handwriting, and 
containing carefully 
chosen gifts that my 
parents themselves 
might have selected.

I was lucky to have on hand samples of my parents’ writing. 
My mother wrote frequent letters to all of us, so her writing is 
as much a token of her as a photo would be, and I have 
several of her letters still. Samples of my dad’s writing are 
much more scarce, but I am fortunate enough to have in my 
stash a greeting card signed by him some 50+ years ago. It’s 
the only bit of his handwriting that I still have – maybe the only 
one any of us has.



I started by painstakingly digitizing the handwriting so it would 
be recognizable to my siblings when it was stitched out.

My mum was raised in 
Scotland, and her 
unique handwriting 
reflects the script style 
they were taught in 
school. 
My dad’s expressive 
script captures him 
exactly. Both of these 
designs move me almost 
to tears whenever I see 
them. 

To make the bags, I chose fabrics to reflect the tastes and 
interests of my parents. All of the bags were different, so each 
sib got a unique pair, and each bag contained a gift typical of 
the parent whose writing graced the front. 

I’ve always 
associated 
paisley fabric 
with my Scottish 
Mum, and I like 
to think this 
beautiful black 
one with the 
vibrant pink 
roses would 
have appealed 
to her. 

Dad’s favourite colour was green, and he collected stamps for 
many years, hence the fabric choice for this “Dad” bag. 



DH was so moved by the concept that I decided to make a 
similar gift bag for him. Both of his folks are gone too, so it’s 
especially meaningful to see their handwriting on a gift. 

Unfortunately, we don’t 
have a sample of his dad’s 
handwriting, but I did 
manage to unearth two 
greeting cards signed by his 
Mom on both their behalfs. 
The bags brought tears to 
his eyes when he first saw 
them, and he has asked me 
to make more of them for 
his siblings. 

I think this is a lovely commemorative for anyone you love: a 
gift of remembrance of somebody special to them.  
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