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For storing my huge collection of 
Christmas ornaments, I haven’t 
found anything better than the 
lidded boxes that copier paper 
comes in. They are available in 
abundance – and free for the 
asking – at many workplaces and 
copy shops.

and many other canned goods 
fit perfectly inside,  making it 
easy to layer the orna-
ments for safe storage
and easy retrieval. The
trays can usually be 
had for free from your 
local warehouse store.
Mine have been sub-
divided to create com-
partments for the 
individual ornaments.

Best 
of all, the 

cardboard trays 
from soda pop



I find that I can usually 
stack these shallow trays 
three or four deep in each 
lidded box. The ornaments 
are kept safe in the trays 
and are easy to find later.

Many of the ornaments in 
my boxes are handmades, 
like this tiny model of my 
childhood home, complete 
with Christmas lights. 

The pop trays 
are only about
2” high, and 
are fine for 

many of my baubles. For larger ornaments,
I use deeper trays and put fewer layers in 
the paper boxes. 

This method works well for storing almost all 
of my ornaments, both handmade and store-
bought. 



Quite a few of our 
ornaments are flat: 
free-standing lace, 
button-badges,  
embroidered felt, 
and wood cut-outs. 
I’ve made a special 
tray to house 
those. 

For them, I use 
#10 business en-
velopes, sealed 
and cut in half 
across the centre. The resulting pouches are just 

large enough to hold an 
average sized ornament (3 to 
4 inches). 



If desired, the envelope 
pouches can be labelled 
with the name and date of 
the ornament, and are 
then “filed” on end in 
empty tissue boxes – a 
perfect fit! 
Depending on the thick-
ness of the ornaments, 
each tissue box can hold 
between two and three 
dozen – it’s a compact 
method that safely stores

a lot of ornaments in a relatively small space. Three of the 
tissue boxes fit neatly into the cardboard tray, which in turn 
just fits into the lidded paper box.

Most of my trays originally held soda pop, but this one is from 
mixed nuts. Last time I was in the warehouse store, I grabbed 
a bunch of these that were lying around empty. They’re a little 
deeper than the pop trays and somewhat sturdier, so they’re 
perfect for storing ornaments. 



The “flattie” tray 
with its kleenex 
boxes is fairly 
deep, so this 
paper box can 
hold only one 
more ornament 
layer. However, 
this bottom layer 
holds a lot of 
ornaments, 
making it quite a

This paper box 
holds four of the 
shallow soda pop 
trays, which I’ve 
subdivided to fit the 
ornaments that are 
stored in them. The 
compartments were 
made by gluing 
strips of cardboard 
into the trays, to 

The nice thing about this box-and-tray method is its versatility: 
you can vary the depth of the trays and the configuration of the 
compartments, so you can store ornaments of all sizes and 
shapes, keeping them dust-free and easily accessible when 
you want them.

serve as dividers between ornaments. The dividers also help 
to support the weight of additional trays above them. 

compact storage option. The shallow upper tray that rests on 
top of this one doesn’t quite come to the very top of the lidded 
box, leaving room for one more type of ornament storage in 
the same box.



This method 
keeps the 
dangly orna-
ments organized 
and tangle-free 
til next year, and 
the cardboard 
and bag combo 
can be re-used 
for many years.  

We own quite a few dangly ornaments like this 
altered puzzle piece, which might be inclined to 
tangle if placed flat in the trays or even in the 
envelope pouches. 

To store ornaments like these, I cut a piece of 
corrugated cardboard, sized to slide neatly  
inside of a ziploc bag. Using a stylus, I 
punch tiny holes near the top of the cardboard, 
and thread the ornament hooks through these.
 
Each cardboard sheet accommodates 
three or four ornaments, depending on the
width of the dangles, and the whole sheet
can be slipped into a large ziploc bag. The 
bag can then be laid flat on top of the upper-
most tray in one of the boxes.



Over the years I’ve tried 
other storage containers, 
including large plastic 
totes. However, I just didn’t 
feel that the ornaments 
packed as neatly, and 
went back to using the 
boxes. 

Because they are straight-
sided, they stack neatly 
without wasted space.  
Plus, they can usually be 
had for free, making this 
storage option very inex-
pensive -- a big consider-
ation when you have so 
many items  to store.

A couple of years ago, my
friend purchased several
ornament storage boxes for a hefty price. They’re prettier than 
mine, but they’re still only cardboard, and the divider trays 
inside are flimsy. The compartments are all the same size, so 
it’s harder to accommodate a variety of ornaments, and they 
are designed in such a way that you have to empty each layer 
completely before you can get at the layer below. By contrast,
my (free!) paper boxes are
sturdier, and I can easily lift 
out the top trays to retrieve 
ornaments below. And if you 
wanted them to be prettier,
they could always be covered
with gift wrap or fabric.
Overall, they’re a much better
option than my friend’s store-bought boxes.


	PowerPoint Presentation
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7

