
Wool & Walnut Shell Pincushions 
<jensoriginalsembroiderydesigns.yolasite.com>
Originally Posted 2019 Jul 12

I'm not a collector of pin cushions, but I do need a lot of them 
because I have a lot of machines, and I like them to be functional. 
Those ubiquitous sewing tomatoes just don’t cut it anymore!

 As an alternative, many of us have 
made these simple "petal" style 
pincushions in the past, filling them 
with polyester fibre. They're pretty, 
and they’re easier to stick pins into 
one-handed. They’re a start.

One of my biggest complaints is that 
you can't actually jab a pin through the 
green stamen on top, because it's 
glued in place and is as hard as armor 
plate, so you end up having to push 
pins in at an awkward side angle. 
And since the cushion is typically too light to stay put when you're 
trying to insert pins with one hand, you have to take both hands off 
your work in order to stick in the pins at all. Finally, and perhaps 
worst of all, the filling isn't dense enough to keep hand needles 
from sinking to the inside. Infuriating!!

 
But . . .they are still too light to be really practical, and the pins 
can too easily poke right through the bottom of the cushion and 
prick your fingers. 

I knew I’d need to come up with something better.



Then one day when I was trying 
out the circular stitch attachment 
for my sewing machine, I decided 
make pincushions using a remnant 
of wool fabric, which I knew would 
wick away humidity and help keep 
the pins from rusting. 

For filling, instead of the 
polyester fibre, I chose ground 
walnut shells. They’re used, among
other things, as a sandblasting 
medium, so I knew they would help 
keep the pins sharp.

Some of my pin cushions are 
plain, while others have a 
decorative stamen. That detail is 
made from wool felt and stitched, 
not glued, in place, so that the pins 
can still insert easily. I've now got 
one by each of my machines, and 
have scattered a few more 
wherever I sit to do hand sewing.

Once I saw how much I liked the wool and walnut shell 
combination, I went ahead and digitized the embroidery design. 
I’ve now got one by every machine, and have made several more 
as stocking stuffers. Love ‘em!

The ground shells fill the pincushions 
quite densely, so needles aren't as 
likely to slide to the inside, nor 
perforate through to the bottom. And 
because the fill is heavier, the 
cushions stay put when you're 
inserting the pins.
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