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It's tempting to over-tighten them to try to keep the hooped fabric 
taut, but over-tightening can crack the hoop or damage the spring 
mechanism.

When embroidering a large 
complex project such as this 
lace ornament, it can be 
difficult to keep the fabric 
from shifting over the course 
of the stitch-out, which can 
result in registration issues 
-- a particular challenge with 
freestanding lace like this 
poppy window decoration. 

Rather than over-tighten the 
spring corners and risk 
damaging my hoop, I looked 
around for some means to 
help maintain tension along 
the long edges.

My large hoops have 
springs only in two 
opposite corners, and 
it's difficult to keep 
them evenly tight all 
the way around.

Others have devised various methods to 
address this problem, but I ended up turning to 
one of the most useful items in my craft studio: 
binder clips. 



They are strong, inexpensive, 
and easy to find in your local 
stationery store, and they 
have myriad uses in the 
studio. 

The 32mm (1.3") size is just 
right for my Brother hoops, 
fitting comfortably over both 
top and bottom and holding 
them snugly together. 

Once the clips are in 
place, remove the 
arms so they won't 
interfere with the 
operation of the 
machine, leaving the 
spring in position. 

The arms are 
easily removed by 
squeezing them 
and sliding the 
ends out of the 
spring. 



To remove the springs when embroidering is complete, re-insert 
the arms. They'll slip easily into place with a squeeze. Keep the 
clips with your hoops for re-use whenever you're embroidering 
something over-sized. 

The design in the photos is KO Designs #DIV 074, Suncatcher 
Poppies. I hoped to provide a link to their site but I was unable 
to find them on line anymore. If anyone has contact information 
for this company, please let me know.  I'd like to be able to add 
the link.

I have put four clips on my hoop, two on each edge, placing 
them to either side of the center mark. The fabric stays taut and 
the design stitches without encountering any registration issues. 
The clips have a low enough profile that they do not interfere 
with the machine's operation.
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